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Dir. Tom Henderson was thinking of
retiring after decades of doctoring and
ralsing a family.

Instead, he moved to Mashville and
becams director of a elinic for the work-
ing poor - Faith Family Medical Clinke.

Before directing the faith-based clinge
at 335 21st Ave. in Mashville, Henderson,
&0, had practiced medicine in Southeast
Mlissourt and raised four children.

Tt was on a trip to Nashville Henderson
and his wife decided to move to Music
City to help Faith Family open. They
maoved bo Mashville in 2001 and the elinie
opened Oct, B of that year.

"We serve uninsured people who are
working,” says Henderson. “The fees
that are charged cover about 20 percent of
our costs. The rest of it has to come from

Fees range from 310 to §30 and the
clinic can refer patients to surgeons and
specialists who offer discounts,

For Henderson, practicing medicine
1= an intellectual stimulation - a chanes
to halp,

“I'm one of the few physicians still

around who loves medicine,”™ he savs.

Faith Family's care is preferable in
many cases to exXpensive emergency
rooms, Henderson says, especially
because too many patients are going to
emergency rooms for minor allments and
ER hills can range firom 2600 to $1,000.

Janet Walls, a financial analyst with
Covenant Partners, says her daughter
is a nursing student who Henderson
instructed.

Wallz says her daughter wanted to
work in a medical environment during
the summers and both women became
familiar with Henderson and his dedi-
cated sarvice.

“] think the thing that impressed
me the most was his teaching spirit,”
says Walls, the former operations
manager for Celliers Turley Martin
Tucker.

Henderson says he believes in teach-
ing students well because they could
be vour doctor in the fufure,

Walls says Henderson encourages
patients to alter lifestvles to improve
health and that the clinie is needed,

] RX for swccess: “For aver five years he has deliversd loving health cane to theusands of
people who have jobs but canngt afford insurance. He has established a jewal in Nash-
wille to really do samething for thosa who are trying, but struggling.”

= Jack Fanis

ezpiecially as medical resources for the
poor are shrinking.
“I'The clinich is kind of a well-kept

secret,” says Walls, “Especially with
TennCare disappearing a little bit.”
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